Engage Young Adults in Justice and Service

1.  Connect young adults with the social teachings of the Church

· Just war—use Peace on Earth
· Racism—use Brothers & Sisters to Us
· Economic issues—use Economic Justice for All
· Voting from a faith perspective—use Faithful Citizenship
2.  Offer evenings on lifestyle issues and justice

· Standing in solidarity with the poor and the marginalized

· Simplifying their lifestyles:  “Until everyone has enough, no one should have too much.”
· Don’t Kill for Me cards, other stances which promote life

· Tithing

3.  Train them in faith-based advocacy

· Teach them to do social analysis of issues of injustice

· Use resources from www.networklobby.org or the Social Development and World Peace office at www.usccb.org
· Try Young Neighbors in Advocacy for college-age young adults

4.  Provide opportunities for service with theological reflection built in

· Utilize existing programs like Habitat for Humanity

· Connect them with parish justice efforts (St. Vincent de Paul or the Social Justice Committee of the parish)

· Offer specific service opportunities for young adults

· Provide copies of Response or Connections to interested young adults—make them “Ruined for Life!!”

5.  Do pastoral circles with young adults

· Involve them

· Engage them in social analysis

· Have them do theological reflection on the issue

· Encourage action against injustice

6.  Invite them to be chaperones for youth ministry service experiences

· Win-win for young adults and for youth

· Transformational, cross-generational experience

Always provide free babysitting if you want young couples with babies to feel welcomed at any church-sponsored event or activity. 

