Entry Points for Young Adults in Parish Life
The National Directory for Catechesis challenges the Church to welcome young adults as Christ welcomes them, with “understanding, love, and acceptance, challenging them with the gospel message, and giving them hope…” (NDC 48)
Sunday Liturgy

· Homilies which connect the Gospel to their lives

· Using examples of single young adults to illustrate themes of Gospel

· Connecting Young Adults with the Word
· Singable but quality music

· Sense of welcome and hospitality

· People their age on the altar

· Environment which evokes the meaning of the celebration

· Bulletin which provides range of activities, Catholic soundbytes, etc.

· Young adults on the Liturgy Committee???

Special Liturgies

· Anniversaries—50th anniversary of grandparents; 25th, 30th, 35th of parents

· Weddings—siblings, friends, their own

· Funerals—grandparents, sometimes parents

· Ash Wednesday—the symbolism is appealing

Marriage Preparation

· Initial contact crucial—unconditional welcome comes first

· Over half of Catholics marry someone from another faith—how is this person welcomed?

· Connect teachings of Church to real-life experience of engaged couples
· Prayerbook for Engaged Couples
Baptismal Preparation

· Practicing rite-based learning
· Preparing parents to share faith as well as celebrate a sacrament
· Engaging the godparents—getting them involved beyond the “gifts” mentality
Sports

· Volleyball
· Basketball
· Other???
Spiritual Activity

· Bible study
· Small faith-sharing groups
