Trends in U.S. Culture
“Signs of the Times”

This listing includes the top five to seven trends which participants in the Meeting the Challenges of Ministry with Young Adults in a New Millennium symposium identified as significant.

Religious and Church Trends

1. The roles of clergy, laity and religious are changing. 

2. There is significant growth in the number of small faith communities. 

3. Emphasis is on experiential faith more than doctrine-based faith.

4. There is increasing illiteracy regarding Catholic practice and teaching. 

5. The Church is experiencing increasing activity of the laity (who are more educated in critical thinking and less educated in Church tradition). 

6. Cultural diversity is widespread, but does not mean integration.

7. More communities search for and find non-white, non-anglo leadership. 

Catholic Young Adult Trends

1. Young adults lack a Catholic vocabulary, agree with the Church on basic teachings, but disagree on structure. 

2. Young adults hunger for spirituality, but not religion. They desire to grow in faith and spirituality. 

3. Young adults have a strong desire for belonging and for community. 

4. Young adults rely on personal authority. They value God’s law over Church law, and the internal over the external. 

5. Young adults have experienced racial diversity and a multicultural world.

6. Young adults have a strong service orientation, and place more emphasis on service 
and justice than previous generations. 

Social/Economic/Political/Cultural Trends

1. There is greater diversity—ethnic, racial, gender, age, language—and greater diversity awareness. There is also more tolerance in our pluralistic world. 

2. Technology is a double-edged sword—it increases communication/access to information but widens the gap between haves and have-nots. 

3. Media influence continues to have a significant impact.

4. Young adult life is transitory and mobile.

5. Family structure is continually changing. 

